
This inferring activity is a great way to introduce the skill.
I’ve never seen my students so engaged and interested in
what I’m saying than they were during this introduction to my
inferring lesson. They use evidence from your “phone call”
with their schema to make inferences about what is
happening without even knowing they are making inferences.

There is a print and a digital version compatible with Google
Slides™ of the recording sheet to help you guide them
through their thinking.

If you enjoy using this product, please leave feedback here.

ONE SIDED PHONE CALL

FIND ME

I would love for you to tag
me in posts on social media
with photos of this product
in use!
@cultivatingcriticalreaders

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Google 
Slides 

Included!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/My-Purchases
https://www.pinterest.com/cultivatingcriticalreaders/
https://www.facebook.com/cultivatingcriticalreaders/
https://www.instagram.com/cultivatingcriticalreaders/
https://twitter.com/CCReaders
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Interactive-Notebook-w-Google-Slides-Digital-Option-Distance-Learning-4010796
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferring-Reading-Interactive-Notebook-Distance-Learning-4206580
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferring-Task-Cards-with-Digital-Task-Card-Options-Distance-Learning-5613113


GOOGLE SLIDES
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Please Note:
• You must have Internet access and a Google account to use
these Google Slides. Students must also have a Google account.
If using Google Classroom, students must be in “edit mode”.
• When you click on the links below you will see a button that will
allow you to “Make a Copy” of the slides. Click that button to
copy and transfer the slides to your own Google Drive.
• You will want to assign specific slides to your students to
make directions/expectations clear and so they do not
become overwhelmed. Watch this video to learn more about
how to do this.

Click here to make a 
copy of the Google 

Slides.

Thank you for your purchase! Downloading this product entitles you the right to
reproduce its pages for single classroom use only. This does include use online
for distance learning. It does not include uploading it to websites that are open
to the public or Facebook groups. If you plan to share this product with others,
please purchase the additional licenses here.

Please email me if you have any questions.
laura@cultivatingcriticalreaders.com

TERMS OF USE:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3CBsjByUY4
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jiD1GWg5wXCbtNQ3Ot1gBXX0Kdgh2lBAT1G3zak7bm4/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/1/d/1jiD1GWg5wXCbtNQ3Ot1gBXX0Kdgh2lBAT1G3zak7bm4/copyhttps:/docs.google.com/presentation/u/1/d/1jiD1GWg5wXCbtNQ3Ot1gBXX0Kdgh2lBAT1G3zak7bm4/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jiD1GWg5wXCbtNQ3Ot1gBXX0Kdgh2lBAT1G3zak7bm4/copy
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/My-Purchases
mailto:laura@cultivatingcriticalreaders.com


TEACHER DIRECTIONS
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1. Set an alarm on your cell phone for the time that you want to begin this
lesson. Be sure to choose a tone for the alarm that is similar to an actual
ringtone.

2. You’ll want to be talking to your class or engaged in an activity when
the “call” interrupts you. This ensures maximum engagement because you
already have their attention, and it makes it that much weirder that you
actually answered the phone during class.

3. Answer the phone and start acting like you want to win an Academy
Award. Lol - You know you do it during read aloud.

- You’ll want to have a plan/loose script for this ahead of time to
make sure you give enough clues as to what you are talking
about and who you might be talking to without giving it away.

- I usually pretend a neighbor has called because she found my
dog running loose. I ask questions about the fence, ask if she
can hold onto her for me because I can’t leave work, ask if
she’s ok, etc.

- If you are virtual, you could do it during a synchronous lesson or
upload a video that starts out with you teaching a lesson the
same way you would have in person.

4. When you “hang up” (after you assure them that it was fake and you
didn’t really answer the phone during class), ask them what they thought
was happening & why. Explain to them that they were using evidence to
make inferences that whole time. Pass out or create an enlarged
inferring anchor chart.

5. Then pass out the recording sheet and either work through it as a
class or in partners. – I usually like to glue this into our interactive
notebooks after the lesson.



POSSIBLE CALL TOPICS
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There are endless options for this “phone call.” You just want to be sure
to pick something that will generate enough clues for your students to be
able to infer what is happening. Here are some ideas to help you:

• Your spouse/roommate is calling about a burst pipe in the house.

• Your neighbor is calling because your pet is loose in the neighborhood.

• Your doctor is calling to reschedule an appointment. It’d be great to
give some clues as to the type of doctor as well. Just be sure you
don’t scare the kids with some sort of life-threatening illness.

• Your child’s school/daycare is calling because you need to pick up
your child due to illness or behavior.

• A plumber/electrician/contractor/handyman is calling to reschedule a
home repair.

• Your best friend(s) is/are calling to tell you that he/she/they is/are
getting married or expecting a baby.

• Your spouse or realtor is calling to tell you that your house has sold.
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Use the evidence (what was said during the phone call) to infer
what they were talking about. Record your thinking below.

WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT?

Evidence Inference
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INFERRING
Good readers use clues in the text and their 
schema to make inferences about the text.schema to make inferences about the text.schema to make inferences about the text.schema to make inferences about the text.

A little bit of

Use what you already know to help you think about 
the clues the author is giving you.

The text says .
I already know .
Therefore, I can infer .



YOU MAY ALSO LIKE:
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NEED HELP?
If you need help implementing part of these lesson plans
in your classroom, or are having a technical issue,
please email me at: laura@cultivatingcriticalreaders.com

Inferring Interactive Notebook
Teach your students to make inferences based on
text evidence with these hands-on interactive
notebook pages. Your students will understand how
to use text evidence and schema to make an
inference. They will practice inferring with a short
text and open-ended questions.

Inferring Task Cards w/ Digital Options
Help your students practice using text evidence to
make inferences with this set of 20 Inferring
Task Cards. Each card has a short passage and
a text dependent question. 3 digital options are
included!!

Reading Interactive Notebook
This Common Core and TEKS aligned reading 
interactive notebook is a great tool for introducing 
23 skills and strategies and will be an effective 
supplement to your reading workshop lessons. It 
offers more than the average interactive 
notebook by providing lesson ideas, activities with 
short texts, and book lists! 
Google Slides™ Included!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferring-Reading-Interactive-Notebook-Distance-Learning-4206580
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferring-Task-Cards-with-Digital-Task-Card-Options-Distance-Learning-5613113
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferring-Reading-Interactive-Notebook-Distance-Learning-4206580
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Inferring-Task-Cards-with-Digital-Task-Card-Options-Distance-Learning-5613113
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Interactive-Notebook-w-Option-for-Google-Slides-Distance-Learning-4010796
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Interactive-Notebook-w-Option-for-Google-Slides-Distance-Learning-4010796
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DID YOU KNOW?

RATE MY 
PURCHASES

https://help.teacherspayteachers.com/hc/en-us/articles/360042304412-What-are-TpT-credits-?fbclid=IwAR1zZu56QoQPhTvgZbvoMgNJOGk1XmKTTW9oLtKxX8QVZ-pTjSFEuX6aYnA
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Reading-With-A-Plan
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/My-Purchases


This product is intended for
single classroom use only. If
you plan to share this
product with others, please
purchase the additional
licenses here.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PURCHASE!

Please leave your feedback at My Purchases. Each time
you give feedback, TPT gives you feedback credits that you
use to lower the cost of your future purchases. I value your
feedback greatly as it helps me determine which products
are most valuable for your classroom, so I can create
more for you.

If you enjoyed using this product, be sure to check out the 
other resources and lesson plans at 
Cultivating Critical Readers on TpT.

Visit my website for more ideas and information:
https://cultivatingcriticalreaders.com/

TERMS OF USE

FIND ME FONTS AND GRAPHICS BY

I would love for you to tag
me in posts on social media
with photos of this product
in use!
@cultivatingcriticalreaders
© Cultivating Critical Readers

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/My-Purchases
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/My-Purchases
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Cultivating-Critical-Readers
https://cultivatingcriticalreaders.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/cultivatingcriticalreaders/
https://www.facebook.com/cultivatingcriticalreaders/
https://www.instagram.com/cultivatingcriticalreaders/
https://twitter.com/CCReaders
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Erin-Thomsons-Primary-Printables
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Bricks-And-Border
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